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On behalf of the Council of ISPRS I welcome you to this workshop on Radiometric and Geometric Calibration. It is now generally recognised that calibration is an essential component of any sensing system,  however an interest in the topic is limited to a few scientists who are directly involved.  This workshop is designed to review current activities in radiometric and geometric calibration and to create discussion on this topic in the context of mapping and analysis of data.  The topic is a wide one,  and is one which involves many organisations and touches on topics beyond just calibration:  standards are involved,  interoperability, traceability of  data and the presentation of the data.  I am pleased to see representatives from all of these communities here and I hope that the discussions will be constructive and will lead to development and further discussion at the ISPRS Congress in Istanbul in July 2004.
The technical work of ISPRS is carried out by working groups which are co-ordinated by Technical Commission Presidents.  There are seven technical commissions and a total of 47 working groups.  Five of these working groups have a specific mention of calibration or standards in their terms of reference and work with organisations such as ISO and OGC in developing standards or collaborating in developing new protocols and techniques.  ISPRS also works with other international organisations, and is an Associate of CEOS and also attends the United Nations Committee of Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.  We also have memoranda of understanding with IEEE-GRS and SPIE.  
There are many different other committees and groups involved in calibration.  The CEOS Working Group on Calibration and Validation (WGCV) is an obvious one,  and the bodies represented on that working group such as the space agencies and national standard laboratories.  ISO and OGC are also involved,  and the wider international community of photogrammetry and remote sensing, represented by ISPRS, and other organisations such as IEEE-GRS and SPIE.  I believe that it is essential that these bodies work together,  not only to advance the science of calibration,  but also to gain a better understanding of each other’s perspectives on the topic and to avoid duplication of effort.  With so many new sensors,  calibration and intercomparison is increasingly important.  We should also note that new digital aerial sensors and Lidar create new challenges.
One of the components of the workshop is the first in depth discussions of the Joint WGCV/ISPRS Task Force on Radiometric and Geometric Calibration.  This group arises from a proposal from the WGCV Cal/Val, Terrain Mapping Sub group, that space agencies should present data about sensors in a way which will ensure that comparisons can be made.  This was later formalised in a resolution of the CEOS Plenary,  which led to the setting up of the Task Force. This basic task could be constrained simply to list parameters in a uniform way,  but the implications are much wider and will be discussed here.  The programme here has been organised so that all attendees have an opportunity to give some input to the discussion and the work of the task force,  and this is a useful and constructive device.
Finally I would like to thank Stan Morain for the major effort which he has invested in setting up and running this meeting.  He has brought together a formidable group of experts covering a wide range of topics.  The format of the workshop is designed to communicate information,  and to discuss the wider issues.  I would also like to thank NASA and USGS for their support for the meeting.  The proceedings of the meeting will be published in the newly launched ISPRS Book Series, published by Balkema.  This presents the opportunity for papers to be published in a quality way and for them to reach the wider audience which is desirable, for this meeting to be truly successful.
